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How to Memorize Q&A 
Fahad al-Tahiriyy 

 

 
 
Q1:   How should we schedule things when memorizing? We have Quran, text of hadeeth, sayings of the 
scholars, matans, pages of the books, revising the previous lessons etc. We find it extremely difficult in 
scheduling time for each subject. It becomes disheartening and makes us out of focus. 
 
A1:   This is easy, all you have to do with every day is, if you cannot memorize, the least you can do is take each 
and every dars that you have studied –for example yesterday we did Sarf; so take this piece of writing and 
repeat it only 5 times, and then the next day 4 times, and then the next day 3, until you reach 1. Do that with 
every lesson that you take, and Inshaa’Allah nothing will pass by you of the things you have studied. 
 
 
Q2:   Do you mean by repeating, to read the portion once and then repeat it by heart without reading it again? 
Or repeat the reading many times? 

 
A2:   No, repeat it even if you just read it; read it over and over and over again, and you will eventually find 
yourself memorizing the whole thing. Just try it and you will see that it is very easy; but it needs patience! This is 
the problem that people have with memorizing, it is that they are impatient. And if you are impatient because 
you get bored from reading the same thing over and over again, then the antidote for that is to increase the 
portion you are memorizing, and increase the things you are memorizing. So for example, take 3 books and 
choose 3 portions in it, and when you find yourself getting bored with the first, go on to the second, and when 
you get bored with the second then get the third. Otherwise if you are not the type to get bored, and you can 
dedicate yourself to one thing, then that is better for you. But if you get bored, then it is better for you to 
memorize more than one thing until you finish. 

 
 

Q3:   Please advise on the best way for memorizing Quran for those who know how to read Arabic text but do 
not understand its meaning. Should text and meaning be memorized together? Or memorize text (first) and 
later its meaning?  

 
A3:   Some of the scholars, they say if you want something to be explained to you, first memorize it, and then go 
to the Shaykh and let him explain it to you. But Inshaa’Allah there is no harm; and it is even better that you 
memorize something along with its understanding. 

 
 

Q4:   There is a Quran school online that gives students a page of Quran a day to memorize. How do you suggest 
one to keep up with this and constantly review what they have already memorized? 

 
A4:   The way to review what you have memorized is to read it in the Sunnah prayers; and this is how I do it. So 
for example, from the whole portion you have memorized, read a page in every rak’ah –or if that is too much 
then read half a page in every rak’ah; and this is revising and it is better because you are revising in Salaah. 

 
 

Q5:   Which one should be first, learning Arabic, or memorizing the Quran while we don’t understand it as non-
Arabs? 
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A5:   I will ask you a question: Why do we let our kids memorize although they don’t understand? Now, you are 
like a kid according to the Arabic language, because you don’t know the language. Therefore act as the same; 
because you are better off investing your time now in memorizing then to wait for a day when you will be so 
busy that you won’t be able to memorize anything. So it is okay even if you don’t understand; memorize now 
while you are young and you have the time and ability and are free of the barriers of life. Invest in this time now 
–as long as you can; and Inshaa’Allah when you learn Arabic, you will be happy that you have this much 
knowledge memorized. 

 
 

Q6:   Which portion should we start memorizing: Juz ‘Amma and then continue from the back? Or from Surah Al-
Baqarah? Which is easier? 

 
A6:   I’ll give you some advice: first memorize Juz ‘Amma, so you have enough Surahs to read in Salaah; and then 
when you finish Juz ‘Amma, start from the beginning of the Quran (from Surah Baqarah) –because when you 
start from the big Surahs, the smaller Surahs will seem very small to you because you’ve already memorized the 
bigger ones. But if you know that you’re the type to get bored quickly, then memorize Juz ‘Amma first, and then 
the first Juz of Baqarah, and then a Juz from the middle of the Quran; so this way it can encourage you to fill the 
gaps and continue Inshaa’Allah. And this was narrated from one of the scholars, as he ordered his son to 
memorize 3 Juz from the end of the Quran, and 3 from the beginning, and 3 in the middle; and when he did so, 
he found himself obliged to continue memorizing the rest, because he wanted to fill those empty slots in 
between. 

 
 

Q7:   What is the best time for memorizing Quran? Is It in the midnight/early morning? 
 

A7:   There is no best time for everyone; everyone varies in this. For some people the best time is after Fajr, and 
for some it is at night; you know best what your best time is. There is no principle for this, as it varies from 
person to person. 

 
 

Q8:   I have been trying to memorize a Surah/few chapters  for a few  years now –each time I revise one chapter 
of Quran, I end up forgetting the other chapter I had memorized for years; and this has been going on for about 
5 years now –despite all these years, my memorization is not yet firm . 

 
A8:   It is because you are not revising. Just as you memorize, you have to revise. And I told you how to revise; 
you repeat what you have memorized in the Sunnah salaah, and this way you will never forget Inshaa’Allah. So 
you are probably memorizing something and then you are letting it go. Don’t let it go –revise it; this is the most 
important issue. 

 
 

Q9:   Could you please give tips on revising –meaning how does one revise? 
 

A9:   Just as you make time to repeat to memorize, make time to repeat to revise. And it is not necessary to have 
2 study partners, you can even take three; the more partners the better, because whenever one is incompetent, 
the partner can always call and ask about his partner etc. 
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